<JOJ+—)L>
—)II&

FNBBUGH S, v ROTRE, 22 5% THER =B TIZS ) IZA, 2010 4 4 HIZ R,
14 4£121% TExceptional Talent Visal # Huf%, #EZLED &3 2N HTO = — b DA

W - SO, SRROEBIRE R P 21T oTWD, By RUHTFEETONRRR 7 (B L
RK) OTA v AMERE, 2015 ENSEHMIC RA Y TU—27 v a v 7 b7/, FEETER
VR AT DTN =T Ly AR 5 LR 20 4 AR 25 AR I HE =
BHZTND, 2016 I, THT I—ERR7 =A— 3 V#MIC/ I3 — b &4z [Kubo
and the Two Strings (#E : 7R T AROEORE) | OENANT RN TDH ZMWHROEF 218
fit, FMBOY T RNT v 7O E LT 7 I —SBIEME X VA -~ U A3y Uh
B OKIE T RIC BB L, F70, 2015 AL, #EnlC - b RIEmEE <o B AR
WA R MITEEEIT> TWVD, N7 77 AT TIThN TV D BARDS [Py 3
B0 . BROINTF ¥ —A X2 b U TRARBEMELD THYPERJAPAN| | AR ORI
TWOMAD] ~HH L T\ o, HRAEL S (77 A, A2V T, R4V, Frya, L
Ny, GNE F=ARNT | A=H Ly N—Lb—r TR E)

www.hibikishamisen.com

Hibiki Ichikawa — Master of Tsugaru Shamisen (Japanese three-
stringed instrument)

Hibiki Ichikawa is the only professional player of tsugaru shamisen; a traditional 3-stringed
instrument played using a large pick called a bachi. In recognition of his great skill, he has been
qualified to perform under a “Tier 1 Exceptional Talent Visa”, which is granted only to the most
proficient artists. Hibiki frequently performs at festivals and formal occasions, including the Japan
Matsuri in Trafalgar Square, and at the Japanese Emperor’s birthday celebrations at the
Japanese Embassy, and has also participated in a theatre production at the Edinburgh Festival.
www. hibikishamisen.com
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www.akarlsmqer.com

Akari Mochizuki — Professional Japanese folk & blues singer

Akari is from lwakuni in Yamaguchi prefecture. When she was 3 years old, she started

singing enka (a variety of traditional Japanese music which often takes the form of sentimental
ballads) thanks to the influence of her father, who was a great fan of the genre. Akari studied
drama in Cambridge and modern music in London, and started working as a professional singer
in 2009. She has performed as an enka and minyo (Japanese folk music) singer for numerous
occasions, including WOMAD 2010, Hyper Japan and Japan Matsuri. She has appeared in BBC
Radio 3 programme 'The Verb' and sung several enka songs.

www.akarisinger.com
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