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Bobby continued his musical 
journey through the koto. He 
has extensively studied 
Japanese music 
performance, history, and 
theory under the direction of 
Grand-master Garei 
Nakagawa. Since obtaining 
his Associate-Master 
Teaching License and stage 
name in 2020 from Seiha 
Hougaku Kai, Bobby has 
increased his performance 
and teaching appearances 
through performing, 
lecturing, and growing his 
private studio in Tokyo. 

Bobby Griffin studied 
woodwind performance and 
pedagogy in the US with an 
emphasis in bassoon. He 
performed with various 
ensembles throughout the 
US and Europe and opened 
his own private studio of 
young students. Bobby 
regularly performed with 
various professional 
ensembles around 
Northwest Florida.

Bobby frequently 
volunteered and worked as a 
music coach, clinician, and 
director, and served as 
vice-president of professional 
organizations such as the 
Pensacola Music Teachers’ 
Association and Canticle, a 
therapeutic music ensemble. 
He was co-founder of MOBO 
Bells, in which he performed, 
lead youth handbell choirs, 
and appeared as a clinician 
within area 4 of the 
American Guild of English 
Handbell Ringers. 
After moving to Japan, 

Bobby continues to develop 
his knowledge and passion 
for music education. In 2025, 
Bobby will begin teaching 
Japanese music at 
Yokohama International 
School and aim for his 
license to teach Jiuta 
shamisen. 


