Naoko Chiba

Photographer. Born in Iwate Prefecture, CHIBA Naoko is currently based in Sakata City,
Yamagata Prefecture in Japan. Since 1998, she has worked on My Father's House, a
photographic series and lifelong labor of love that documents an old house and the surrounding
village in a depopulated area of Iwate. Using early photographic techniques such as cyanotype
printing and gelatin silver prints, she continues to explore the history and background of the
lifestyle and land long shared throughout the Tohoku region, northern part of Japan.

Chiba's photographs and essays highlight the changes to the rich life and culture of the north in
the face of modernization and natural disasters. Her body of work includes Seaside Town, a
work in which she repeatedly visited Minamisoma, Fukushima Prefecture, to experience the
local culture, talk to residents, and photograph the area for seven years following the Great East
Japan Earthquake in 2011; and Northern Lights, in which she visited Lapland in Finland in
search of traces of regional culture and documented the small village of Mutenia, which was
deserted after the construction of a dam in the 1960s. She also teaches photography techniques
as a workshop lecturer at museums throughout the country.

Her major solo exhibitions include My Father’s House (Cyg art gallery, Iwate, Japan), 2022; Story
Weaving (Gallery Off Grid, Fukushima, Japan), 2021; My Father’s House/ Northern Lights
(Hatcho-dozo Gallery of Yorozu Tetsugoro Memorial Museum of Art, Iwate, Japan), 2019;
Northern Lights (Gallery Kopio, Finland), 2018; N.E.blood 21 Vol.46 Chiba Naoko Solo Exhibition
(Rias Ark Museum of Art, Miyagi, Japan), 2013; Full of Sun! Naoko Chiba Photo Exhibition
(Tsuruoka Art Forum, Yamagata, Japan), 2011.

Other major group exhibitions include Towa Montparnasse: Artists gather in a small town in
Iwate (Yorozu Tetsugoro Memorial Museum of Art, Japan), 2024; KDMoP Shonai Photo Meeting
-Remix Ken Domon- (Ken Domon Museum of Photography, Japan), 2024; Maebashi Media
Festival (Gunma), 2023-2024; Spirit of North (Rovaniemi Art Museum, Finland), 2019; Naoko
Chiba & Antti Ylénen: Silent Stories of Land (Northern Photographic Centre, Finland), 2018;
Fukushima now and the future (Fukushima Museum, Japan), 2017; Memory and Place:
Daisuke Nagaoka x Naoko Chiba (Yamagata Museum of Art, Japan), 2016; Ubiquitous Views
(Aomori Contemporary Art Centre), 2016; IMA 2016 (Iwate Museum of Art, Japan), 2016; Eclats
de Photographie (Musée Adrien Mentienne, France), 2011; MOT Annual 2007 (Museum of
Contemporary Art Tokyo, Japan), 2007; VOCA 2006 The Vision of Contemporary Art (The Ueno
Royal Museum, Japan) 2006; among others.

Her works are in the collections of Musée Adrien Mentienne (France), Musée Gatien-Bonnet
(France), and the Iwate Museum of Art (Japan), Rias Ark Museum of Art (Japan), among others.

In recent years, as a member of 'Artistic Team LAAVU' (consisting of myself and Finnish
visual artist Antti Ylonen and writer Kaisa Keratér), I have also been participating in an art
project that creates and exhibits works based on regional studies conducted in Tohoku,
Japan and Finland.



Biography

1972 Born in Iwate, Japan.

1997 Master of Arts, in Painting and Art Education, Graduate School of Education,
Iwate University, Iwate, Japan.

1999 Finished the Institute of Contemporary Practice Arts (ICPA), Gunma, Japan.

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2022 Naoko Chiba Solo Exhibition ‘My Father’s House’, Cyg art gallery, Iwate, Japan.

2021 Naoko Chiba Solo Exhibition ‘Story Weaving’, GALLERY OFF GRID, Fukushima, Japan.

2019 Naoko Chiba Solo Exhibition ‘My Father’s House / Northern Lights,
Yorozu Tetsugoro Memorial Museum of Art ‘Hacyo-dozo Gallery’, Iwate, Japan.

2018 Naoko Chiba Photograph Exhibition ‘Northern Lights’, Gallery Kopio,
The University of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland.

2016 Photograph Exhibition in Maebashi Vol.0 Naoko Chiba Solo Exhibition’,
Maebashi Works, Gunma, Japan.

2013 N. E. blood 21 Vol.46 Naoko Chiba Solo Exhibition’, Rias Ark Museum of Art, Miyagi,
Japan.

2011 Naoko Chiba Photograph Exhibition ‘Full of Sunshine’, Tsuruoka Art Forum, Yamagata,
Japan.

2008 ‘Naoko Chiba Solo Exhibition’, Junichi Ono Art Gallery, Tokyo, Japan.

2008 ‘Cyanotype Works / In the mountains’, Gallery M contemporary art, Aichi, Japan.

2007 ‘Cyanotype Works’, Gallery Ono Kyobashi, Tokyo, Japan.

2006 ‘In the bright sunlight III-IV’, Ono Gallery II, Tokyo, ‘In the bright sunlight I,
Gallery La vie, Iwate, Japan.

2005 ‘In the bright sunlight, ONO Gallery 2, Tokyo, Japan.

2004 ‘On the grass’, ONO Gallery 2, Tokyo, Japan.

2003 ‘Signposts’, ONO Gallery 2, Tokyo, Japan.

2003 ‘Cyanotype and Video Works, From the bottom of the town’, Gallery La vie, Iwate, Japan.

2002 ‘Memories of my towr’, ONO Gallery 2, Tokyo, Japan.

2001 ‘The way’, Gallery La vie, Iwate, Japan.

2000 ‘A house on my father's side, and my grandmother on my mother's side 2’, Gallery La vie,
Iwate, Japan.

1999 ‘A house on my father's side, and my grandmother on my mother's side 1’, SUPACE U,
Gunma, Japan.

Selected Group Exhibitions

2024 Towa Montparnasse: Artists gather in a small town in Iwate’, Iwate, Japan.

2024 KDMoP Shonai Photo Meeting -Remix Ken Domon-’, Ken Domon Museum of

Photography,
Yamagata, Japan.

2024 Maebashi Media Festival 2024°, comm, Gunma, Japan.

2023 ‘Dialogue With Land -Artistic Team LAAVU- Naoko Chiba / Antti Ylonen / Kaisa Keratar’,
Gallery Kobo Chika, Tokyo, Japan.

2023 Maebashi Media Festival 2023’°, Gunma, Japan.

2019 ‘Spirit of North vol.10: Sensing Faint Resonances’, Rovaniemi Art Museum (Korundi House
of Culture), Rovaniemi, Finland.



2018 Fukushima Biennale 2018’, Movie theater Asahiza, Fukushima, Japan.

2018 Naoko Chiba & Antti Ylonen Photography Exhibition Silent Stories of Land,
Northern Photographic Centre, Oulu, Finland.

2017 ‘Group Show of Contemporary Artists 2017 / Spirit of North, Sensing Faint
Resonances’, Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, Gallery A, Tokyo, Japan.

2017 Fukushima now and the future’, Fukushima Museum, Fukushima, Japan.

2016 Places and Memories, Daisuke Nagaoka x Naoko Chiba’, Yamagata Museum of Art,
Yamagata, Japan.

2016 Here and Now: Seven Artists from Iwate’, Iwate Museum of Art, Iwate, Japan.

2016 ‘Artist in Residence 2016 Summer Exhibition, Ubiquitous Views’,
Aomori Contemporary Art Centre, Aomori, Japan.

2015 ‘Spirit of North vol.4 /vol.5’, Steps Gallery, Tokyo/
Kitakata city minami-machi kurayashiki, Fukushima, Japan.

2015 Hokuhoku TOHOKU: Connecting with Art Sprouting by the Dialogue’,
Hajimari Art Center, Fukushima, Japan.

2014 ‘Art @ Tsuchizawa’, Kyu-Hirayo Shouten, Iwate, Japan.

2014 ‘Spirit of North vol. 3’, Kitakata city Kaiyoukan, Fukushima, Japan.

2012 Urushi Art Exhibition in Aizu, Memories of our place for the future’, Fukushima, Japan.

2012 ‘Eclats de Photographie’, Musée Gatien-Bonnet, Lagny-sur-Marne, France.

2011 ‘Eclats de Photographie’, Musée Adrien Mentienne, Association Louis Daguerre,
Bry-sur-Marne, France.

2011 Born in 1970's and '80's: Ten Artists from Iwate’, Iwate Museum of Art, Iwate, Japan.

2011 14th graduation exhibition of the photography workshop class by photographer Issei Suda
‘DENDROCACALIA’, Gallery Le Deco, Tokyo, Japan.

2009 ‘Art @ Tsuchizawa’, Snack Silk Road, Iwate, Japan.

2007 ‘Art, Memory, Place’, Iwate Museum of Art, Iwate, Japan.

2007 MOT Annual 2007, From a world as large as life’, Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo,
Tokyo, Japan.

2006 VOCA 2006 The Vision of Contemporary Art’, The Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo, Japan.

2001 Place of GUNMA’, CAMP Center of Arts Maebashi, Gunma, Japan.

2001 The First Print Triennale in Aomori’, Aomori Civic Culture Center, Aomori, Japan.

1997 ‘Gunma Biennale for Young Artists 1997°, The Museum of Modern Art Gunma, Gunma,
Japan.

1996 ‘Art exhibition for creative inspiration 1996’, Niigata City Art Museum, Niigata, Japan.

Awards

2002 Kotaro lizawa Award at Sendai Art Annual 2002, Sendai Mediateque, Miyagi, Japan.

2002 Art Encouragement Award of Iwate Prefecture, Iwate, Japan.

1996 Encouragement Award of Creating Inspiration Art Exhibition, Niigata City Art Museum,
Japan.

Public Collections

Musée Adrien Mentienne, Bry-sur-Marne, France.
Musée Gatien-Bonnet, Lagny-sur-Marne, France.
Iwate Museum of Art, Iwate, Japan.

Rias Ark Museum of Art, Miyagi, Japan.

Fukuda Corporation, Niigata, Japan.
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